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It’s a monster party in the art room. Students in Mrs. Spielman’s class are putting 
the finishing touches on their monsters. 

Art  
The  art  studio  was  abuzz  with  activity  with  everything  from  clay 
monsters to fall leaf paintings and carving linoleum blocks for printing. 
For our painting unit this year, students had a choice of subject matter. 
Their options were based on the following: landscape, portrait, object or 
fantasy. We also completed a large mural style painting of pond life as a 
collaborative art piece among all quarter 1 art students. Please take a 
look at the District’s online art gallery for updated work. 

Clarence Schools Online Art Gallery
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Principal’s Message: 
Grade six students have made it 
through the first quarter of their 
middle school experience.   The 
fi r s t r e p o r t c a r d c a n b e 
intimidating for many students.  
The transition from an elementary 
report card to the middle school 
format is just another challenge 
for students.   It is the first time 
that they are measured by a 
specific average in each course of 
study. Please take the time to 
discuss each class with your child 
to help him or her learn to 
m o n i t o r h i s o r h e r o w n 
performance.   It is a great time to 
use the report card as a tool to set 
realistic goals for continuous 
improvement.  
  
The second quarter will challenge 
students even more as we work 
toward the end of the year.  If you 
find your child needs assistance in 
any subject area, encourage him 
or her to speak with his or her 
teacher, utilize the Learning 
Center, or make an appointment 
with Mr. Fox to discuss strategies 
for improvement.   Parent-teacher 
conferences will take place in 
December, but may also be 
scheduled at any time during the 
year by contacting Mr. Fox or your 
child’s teacher. 
  
If you have any questions, please 
contact me in the house office at 
4 0 7 - 9 2 1 0 o r b y e m a i l a t 
rmichel@clarenceschools.org.

TODAY’S NEWS 
Be Responsible | Be Respectful | Be Your Best

http://clarenceschools.org/Page/3059
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Engineering Technology 
This  first  marking  period  in  Engineering  Technology  we  journeyed  into  the 
internet cloud with Google and Schoology. We began with our What do we use 
robots for? project where we researched a favorite real life robot. We shared the 
researching  with  our  partner  using  Google  Docs  and created  a  presentation 
using Prezi—a cloud-based presentation software and storytelling tool. (Most all 
work in Engineering Technology will be completed and handed in electronically 
using Schoology.)

We just entered the hands-on portion of our Robotics unit with learning about 
the  different  types  of  mechanisms  we  use  every  day.   We  are  using  VEX 
Robotics to build all of our robots in class.  In the second marking period, we 
will  power up and program our bots  using RobotC, a  C-based programming 
language, and have our bots perform certain tasks.  Will our robots be taking 
over CMS?  Watch out for them in the halls!

Library 
All sixth grade students visit the Library Media Center once a month with their 
Reading teacher to learn various library skills, listen to genre-themed lessons, 
and use technology in new and exciting ways. This Fall, students have visited the 
library to borrow realistic fiction books and use the new CMS iPads! Ask your 
student what has been their favorite book they have read so far! 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English 
Language 
Arts 
During the first quarter ELA students have 
been hard at work on their Making an 
Effective Argument unit.  All students have 
been examining texts closely to identify 
important evidence to support their 
claims.   They have produced some high-
quality writing as a result! Additionally, 
students have been reading a variety of 
short stories and discussing with peers 
whether or not the main character 
possesses courage.   As the students are 
discovering, oftentimes the crucial skill of 
inferring is needed to decide if a 
character is courageous.   All in all, a very 
good quarter . . . but expectations will 
only go up.  Keep working and growing! 

Home & 
Careers 
The first 10 weeks have been action-filled 
for Home & Career Skills students.  
Learning activities designed to foster 
independence focused on practical life 
skills. Students prepared delicious recipes 
(ask them to cook at home!).   In the 
kitchen lab sixth graders demonstrated 
safe techniques, teamwork, and time 
management while using math and 
reading to interpret recipes. Career 
Exploration required students to practice 
writing and public speaking while 
examining personal strengths, interests, 
and goals.   Beautiful applique pillows 
were created using hand and machine 
stitching as students improved their 
ability to follow instructions.   Classroom 
experiences help students build skills that 
future employers will require. 
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Math 
During Quarter 1, students explored 
the Number System – dividing 
fractions, computing with multi-digit 
numbers, and working with integers 
and the coordinate plane.   Our next 
unit of study will be Expressions and 
Equations.   Please remind your child 
to use their planner to keep track 
of due dates for daily and long term 
assignments, and to use Schoology to 
stay up-to-date on all assignments 
when they are absent.   Students are 
encouraged to seek assistance from 
the teachers in the Learning Center 
before and after school, in the Math 
Help Lunch Room (off the north 
cafeteria), in Success Lunch or from 
their classroom teacher as needed.  
Practice of basic math facts, XtraMath, 
should continue until mastery is 
reached. 

Reading 
Sixth grade reading classes have 
reviewed skills and strategies good 
readers use.  Students looked carefully 
at the various strategies and created 
goals for themselves for this year.   
Students had an opportunity to read 
current event stories in SCOPE 
Magazine and practice annotating 
text.   Using note-taking skills and the 
look-back strategy, they prepared for 
discussions and participation in a 
Socratic seminar.   We are now reading 
a short story, Tuesday of the Other 
June, and focusing on key ideas and 
details, how an author uses craft and 
structure to develop a quality piece, 
and identifying text evidence to 
s u p p o r t t h e i r t h i n k i n g w h i l e 
developing constructed responses to 
inquiries.

Music 
  General Music
General Music students should come prepared to class every day with a pencil, 
three-ring binder just for music, and five dividers. During the ten-week course, 
students will explore music through listening, multimedia, electric pianos, and 
computer recording.

  Band
The CMS Sixth Grade Band has been hard at work preparing for their first 
concert.  Ninety-one dedicated student musicians participate in the band, and 
they eagerly await their first concert as middle-schoolers.  The performance 
will take place on Tuesday, December 6 at 7:30 pm in the CMS Auditorium. 

  Chorus
Sixth  Grade  Chorus  will  present  our  first  concert  of  the  year  on  Tuesday, 
December 20 at 7:30pm in the middle school auditorium. Students will show off 
their  hard work with a  beautiful  selection of  songs.  Other concerts  will  be: 
March 22, April 27 and May 23. Please mark your calendars!

  Orchestra
Sixth Grade Orchestra is preparing for their second concert on December 20.  
Students  should  be  practicing  a  little  bit  every  day!   The  yellow practice/
assignment  chart  shows  what  to  practice.   Parents  may  recognize  familiar 
holiday songs as students practice their orchestra music at home.

 

Sixth grade musicians and vocalists are concert ready.
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Physical Education 
Students  had  a  great  first  quarter  in  Physical  Education.  Activities  included 
soccer, cross country, and flag/sideline football. Quarter 2 units of instruction 
are basketball, Project Adventure, swimming, and floor hockey.

Students are reminded to bring P.E. clothes home once a week for laundering. 
Safety goggles  are required of  all  students  for  the floor hockey unit  (Jan.  3). 
Goggles can be purchased at a local home center. Swim caps are required for the 
swimming unit (Jan. 3) and may be purchased in P.E. for $2.00.

A beautiful fall day in physical education class for a cross country run. 

Green Day, September 23, 2016. Experiencing the outdoors up close!
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Science 
During the first quarter, we began 
learning how to think like a scientist 
through our lessons on the Scientific 
Method. Students are learning to 
develop explanations and answer 
testable questions relating to our 
topics of study. Currently in class, 
students are examining important 
components of an ecosystem with 
the focus on the Great Lakes and 
how those factors are dependent on 
each other.   Our next unit, Liquids/
C h e m i s t r y w i l l f o c u s o n t h e 
properties of liquids and will include 
a week of density labs! Don’t forget 
to use Schoology regularly as a study 
resource! 

Social Studies 
Social Studies students in Grade 6 
spent several weeks reviewing basic 
geography skills and discussing 
current events. This was followed by 
a unit on early humans, which 
included the Paleolithic and Neolithic 
Ages. Of special interest to all was 
Otzi the Iceman, a 5,300 year old “ice 
mummy” who was discovered in the 
Otzal Alps in 1992. Students were 
a m a z e d t o l e a r n h o w m u c h 
information scientists have learned 
from studying Otzi’s body! We will be 
answering the question, “Was the 
development of agriculture good for 
humans?” by following the steps in 
an Inquiry provided by New York 
State, after which we   will begin 
investigating early river valley 
civilizations. 
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P.B.I.S. 
What is P.B.I.S.?
Positive Behavior Intervention and Support  

 • A way to create a positive learning community for all  

 • Expected behaviors are defined in the Behavior Expectations Matrix  

 • Recognition of excellent behavior 
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Student Services 
After looking around the hallways and popping into classrooms in the sixth 
grade  house,  I  am  seeing  many  of  our  students  doing  a  wonderful  job 
assimilating to the expectations of middle school.  That being said, here are a 
few tips that students can utilize for continued success throughout the school 
year.

1. Being  organized  is  key.  Continue  to  use  your  agenda  to  write  down 
assignments but also use it if you are aware of an activity or appointment. 
Time  management  goes  hand  in  hand  with  organization.   Seeing  what 
assignments you have to accomplish will help you to determine what you can 
do during your evening.

2. Write your academic and personal goals for the each quarter.  This is a good 
reminder of what you want to achieve. 

3. Ask  questions.   Advocate  for  yourself  when  you  don’t  know something.  
This is the only way a teacher or parent can help you if you are unclear about 
a topic.

4. Be  aware  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  classroom.  A trick  to  follow  is  to 
remember  the  acronym SLANT:   Sit  Up,  Look  and  Lean  forward,  Ask 
questions,  Nod  your  head  for  understanding,  Take  notes  and  Talk  with 
Teachers. 

After  the  first  ten  weeks  of  school,  if  you  or  your  child  still  has  questions 
regarding the transition to middle school,  please call  me so we can discuss. 
407-9210.  - Mr. Daniel Fox, 6th Grade School Counselor

                                          
            

Technology 
Technology class is generally a 
student’s favorite class, due to 
the hands-on learning, rigorous 
d e s i g n c h a l l e n g e s , a n d 
authentic application of math 
and science concepts.   Please 
take time to admire the design 
plans and prototypes that the 
students have created for their 
popcorn grabber and robot 
keychain projects.   Students 
have done a wonderful job 
expanding on essential design 
skills as they advance through 
o u r P L T W G a t e w a y t o 
Technology curriculum. Though 
t e c h n o l o g y e d u c a t i o n i s 
currently only a quarter long 
class, there are ways for 
students to stay involved, 
pursue interests, and build 
experience toward future 
careers.   Please contact Ms. 
Urbanek, Mr. Kleeh, or Mr. 
Wright for suggestions on 
staying involved in Clarence’s 
prestigious Technology and 
Engineering program. 

Mr. Stillinger’s homeroom display of earned Clarence Cards!


